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CARRYING AND SEALING PROPERTIES OF
- FAULTS IN TARIM BASIN

Yang Keming Gong Ming Duan Tiejun Wu Hong
(Comprehensive Research Institute of Petroleum
Geology, MGMR, Jingsha, Hubei)

Abstract

F_éults developed very well in Tarim Basin. The control of the faults over oil and gas
would principally be realized by carrying and sealing. The carrying could be seen by follow-
ing: (1) abundant hydrocarbon seepages occurred along faults; (2) alternation presénted in
carrying oil and gas; (3) connecting underlying source rocks with overlying reservoir; (4)
faults cut numerous source beds of different kerogens, thus resulting in the mixing of source
rocks of various attributes. The sealing may be distinct from each other due to the differences
betweene geometric and kinematic properties of faults and fault systems. The sealing of nor-
mal faults is closely related to intra-fault material flowe;ge and the butt joint of the lower 'wall
reservoir with the upper wall argillite; the staling of abnormal faults is related to the gouge,
mylonite within the faults, and the butt joint of reservoir on one side of a fault with the im-
permeable rock on the other side. Larger faults usually have carrying function on hydrocar-

bon, and smaller faults generally have sealing function.





